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In Search of a Chinese
Christian Spirituality

Andy Ching

Thisyear marksthe 200th anniversary of Robert Morrison’s Prot-
estant Chinese mission. But how mature is the Chinese church? Rufus
Anderson, arenowned missiologist and secretary of the U.S. Foreign
Mission Board, defined a mature church as “ Self-supporting, Self-
governing and Self-propagating.” If thisis so, the present day Chinese
church not only has achieved all three principles but also sends mis-
sionaries all over theworld. But the question remains whether the Chi-
nese church has her own identity and an indigenous message? In other
words, does she have her own spiritual distinctive?

A Chinese seminary professor once told me that there is no such
thing. He pointed out that Chinese Christian theology either follows
Western thoughtsor Chinesetraditiond religions, namely, Confucianism,
Daoism, or Buddhism. A typical exampleis astudy from the 1996
CCCOWE, titled “A Reflection on the Chinese Christian Spiritual
Tradition.”(CCCOWE) The resources quoted in that article, other
than a mention of Watchman Nee and Tai Chi Quen, are all western

Spiritudity.

From another angle, Catholic theologians Julia Ching and Hans
Kung think that Chinese spirituaity isuniquein her “sage” philosophy



andfolk religions. Chinese Christians
should transform that religiosity to
form an indigenous Christian
spirituality.(Chao) Professor
Benedict Kwok also presents hisun-
derstanding of Chinese spirituality
from the views of Confucianism,
Daoism, and Buddhism.(Kwok)

Missiologist and Professor
Enoch Wan, while structuring aSino-
Theology, considers Chinese spiritu-
ality as“the most difficult sub-topic’
because “the most deficient areain
Chinesetraditional philosophy iscos-
mology which covers origin,
consummation, and spiritual realm.”
(Wan) Hisdiscussion on Sino-Spiri-
tuaity a so startsfrom Confucianism,
Daoism, and Buddhism. He then
appliesthe family system to connect
to western church growth theory and
form an extended spiritual family
system.

Pastor Chore-Fai Siu studies
Chinese spirituality from a fresh
angle: Pneumatology. He finds that
no matter what theological positions
they camefrom, many Chinese Chris-
tian leaders such as Chao Tzu-ch’en,
Wu Lei-ch’uan, Wang Ming-tao, did
havesimilar viewsof spiritud life. He
summarizestheminthreemodels: the
moralists, the mystics, and the
miraculous. Siu traces the roots of
these models to the thoughts that in-
fluence all those Chinese Christian
leaders, noneother than Confucianism,
Daoism, Buddhism.(Siu) His re-
search iseye-opening and very valu-

ableto the study of Chinese Christian
Spirituality.

Professor Wing-Hung Lam in
his book, Chinese Theology in Con-
struction applies Neibuhr’s views
from Christ and Culturetoillustrate
patternsof indigenization of Christian
faith, such as “Presence of Classical
Precedents”, “Harmonization of
Cultures”, “To Fulfill, Not to
Destroy”, “Cultural Dual-ism”,
“Christianity Judges Culture.” (Lam)
This study shows a way to classify
Chinese Christian spirituality into cer-
tain patterns with regard to cultures.

Dr. Tin-Ying Chao’s four peri-
ods of Chinese Christian spirituality
givesahistorical view on theissue. It
begins with a western missionary
spirituality, followed by Chinese
Christian self-examination period
(1920-30), self-propagation (1930-40),
and the period around 1997.(Chao)
Although thisstudy is sketchy, it does
alert us on the bi-centennial of Chi-
nese Protestantism to the Chinese
Christian need to formulate an answer
to her own identity. Infact Professor
Ka-Lun Leung from Alliance Bible
Seminary has done remarkable re-
search in thisarea. Hisarticle also
summarizes three possible research
approaches: traditional philosophies
and religions, spiritual typology, and
historical study.(Leung) Hopefully
scholars will continue to discuss and
research the topic of Chinese Chris-
tianspirituality.
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Silence

Jan Dale

Silence. It seemsto methere
isso little of it in our society today.

It was a very cold day in
January. The moving truck drove on
the frozen, icy ground to the front
door of our new home. Furnitureand
many packed boxes were unloaded,
mainly on the first floor of the 1820
farm house. Expert workmen were
renovating the kitchen, so getting
settled was limited.

| was beginning a sabbatical
from teaching at the seminary and
gradually realized how very tired | was
physically, psychologically,
emotionaly. Craving solitude, each
afternoon | retreated to the small bed-
room upstairs, away from the noises
of power tools and the conversations
of men working, to sit alone. For
many daysand weeksthesilence min-
isteredtomeas| increasingly focused
ontheLord. It made me uncomfort-
able at first because the more still |
became, the more | heard my own
inner noise. The clanging sounds
within meweretheissues| needed to

honestly face. Issueslike my rushed
schedule, my priorities, and the lack
of balancein my life. Each of these
important matters | needed to face
and deal with one by one. Together
they indicated my lack of self con-
trol which, asafruit of the Spirit, is
foundational (Galatians5: 22-23).

As| sat aone, not only did |
realize how tired | was, but moreim-
portant was the fresh, stark realiza-
tion of my own dark soul. Asl com-
pared myself to the Lord asrevealed
inHisWord, | again saw clearly my
sinfulness. Like the prophet Isaiah
(6: 1-7) | saw myself as God knows
me. | accepted Hisforgiveness, and
asaresult, | opened myself to Him
to make some significant changes—
to transform me inwardly and
outwardly. Each day asslencefilled
the space around me, | responded,
and it filled me. |1 now was able to
watch and listen for God’ sfootsteps.
Of course, Hewasthere al along. |
just needed to be more fully aware
of Him.

By themselves, silence and

solitude can be lonely, empty, even
depressing, and | can easily turn
away. | learned that with discipline,
they become the context or platform
to listen to my inner condition and to
listen for the Lord’ svoice. “Be till
and know that | am God; | will be
exalted among the nations, | will be
exalted in the earth,” (Psalm 46:10).
Then the silenceis healing, fulfilling.
“Though silence sometimesinvolves
the absence of speech, it alwaysin-
volves the act of listening,” (Foster
1988, 98).

When He was on earth, Jesus
sought solitude and silence.
Remember, at the beginning of His
ministry, he spent 40 days in the
desert alone (Matthew 4: 1-11). He
taught His disciples to seek solitude
as well: “The apostles gathered
around Jesus and reported to him all
they had done and taught. Then, be-
cause so many people were coming
and going that they did not even have
a chance to eat, he said to them,
‘Come with me by yourselves to a
quiet place and get some rest.” So



they went away by themselvesin a
boat to a solitary place,” (Mark 6:
30-32). My Master and Hisfollow-
ers benefited from solitude.

Many weeks later as |
moved back into the stream of a
busy daily life, | wondered how to
maintain silence and solitude, to
continueto“let all my sensesbedill,
" (1988, 103). “Control rather than
no noiseisthekey to silence,” Fos-
ter teaches (1988, 98), and he re-
fers usto Thomas a Kempis. “Itis
easier to be silent atogether than to
speak with moderation” (1988, 99).
Actually, when | speak to others
when | am filled with myself, | ex-
perience the opposite of silence. |
agreed with Foster: | was used to
using words to manage others and
my world (1988, 100-101). When|
chose not to explain myself and de-
fend myself and instead chose si-
lence and solitude, | felt ameasure
of helplessness and a need to trust
the Lord to be in control, to dem-
onstrate His care for me and those
people and situations that | care
about.

Bornin mewas a heart-felt
desire to know when to be silent.
“Thereisatimefor everything.. . .
atime to be silent and a time to
speak,” (Eccl 3:1, 7). At times,
even the Lord chose not to reply to
others. When Jesus was nearing
crucifixion, He chose not to defend
himself to the high priest. “Some

stood up and gave this false testi-
mony against him . ... Then the
high priest stood up before them and
asked Jesus, ‘ Are you not going to
answer? What isthistestimony that
these men are bringing against you?
But Jesus remained silent and gave
no answer. Again the high priest
asked him, *Areyou the Christ, the
Son of the Blessed One? ‘I am,
said Jesus,” (Mark 14: 57-62). Later,
Jesuswas silent before Pilate aswell
(Mark 15: 3-5). The Lord in His
Word speaks about thisto us: “Do
not be quick with your mouth, do
not be hasty in your heart to utter
anything before God. God isin
heaven and you are on earth, so let
your words be few,” (Eccl. 5: 2).
To reflect my Savior, | learned to
repeat often an important prayer:
“Lord, help meto know when to be
silent and when to speak.”

Experiencing silence and
solitude with the Lord in my busy
world while serving in Hiskingdom
has become one way the Lord is
transforming meto belike Him.
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Spiritual Formation of Counselors

Michael Gillern and Margaret Bloomer

Spiritual maturity isajour-
ney on which counselors face many
obstacles to their personal growth
and effectiveness. On thisjourney it
isimportant that the counselor rest
on the foundation of the Father, Son
and Holy Spirit while actively culti-
vating the spiritual disciplines, par-
ticipating in fellowship and serving
others. Knowing the obstacles to
spiritual growth and setting aside
time for introspection are also key
components of thisjourney.

Developing spiritual disci-
plines such as prayer, fasting,
meditation, study of God’'s word
and worship help to draw the coun-
selor into a more intimate relation-
ship with God. For more details on
these disciplines, read Richard
Foster’s book Celebration of
Discipline. Spending timewith God
isessential to the spiritual formation
of the counselor.

Fellowshipisequally important.
We were designed to bein relation-
ship with each other and with God.
Hebrews 10: 25 states “L et us not

Son

Digopline

Fdloaghip

Holy Spirit

give up meeting together, as some
arein the habit of doing, but let us
encourage one another—and al the
more as you see the Day
approaching.” Itisimportant to sur-
round yourself with peoplewho can
challenge you to become a better
person. Y ou can approach thislike
you would approach forming a
team. For example, do you want to
improve your prayer life? Find
someone whose prayer life you re-
ally admire and ask them to mentor
you.

Have you picked your
team? Who sharpensyou in differ-
ent areas like “iron sharpensiron”

(Proverbs 27:17)? There is such
beauty in the refinement that comes
from relationships ordained by God.
Trusted friends can provide aunique
perspective on our livesand can keep
us accountable to following God
with our whole hearts.

The third essential component
inthe spiritua formation of the coun-
selor is service. When was the last
time you served others without ex-
pecting anything in return? Serving
others brings joy and helps us to
enter into the heart of the father.

Thejourney of spiritual forma-
tion hasthree particularly dangerous
potholes: cynicism and stagnation,
living out of pretense, and facing
suffering. Thereis aways a danger
of being lured into the mentality that
you' ve studied and mastered all you
need to about the Bible. This men-
tality can cause stagnation in one's
relationship with God and cynicism
about daily life. Maintaining ateach-
able spirit helps one receive truth
with humility and honesty. TheHoly
Spirit is active and desires to bring



you into a deeper relationship with
Jesus Christ each day. An openness
totheHoly Spirit canbring new learn-
ing at all stages of life'sjourney.

The second potential barrier to
spiritual growth is living out of
pretense. As Brenning Manning
stated in A Rabbi’ s Heartbeat, “Liv-
ing out of the false self creates a
compulsive desire to present a per-
fect image to the public so that ev-
erybody will admire us and nobody
will know us.” Living an authentic
life and not comparing oneself to
othersisimportant. Counselors ex-
perience great pressure from soci-
ety and from ourselves to have an
answer for everything and to be per-
fect in al we do. Pastors face simi-
lar expectations. Theredlity is, “All
have sinned and fall short of theglory
of God” (Romans 3:23). It’simpor-
tant to recognize this truth and to
portray our livesaccordingly. Weare
al sinners, sustained daily by the
grace, love and mercy of God. Our
worth comes from God, not from
our actions, bank accounts, earthly
possessions or prestige. We must
strive to be like Christ while main-
taining the knowledge that we will
never be perfect, and we are not ex-
pected to be.

Thethird challenge counselors
face is becoming bogged down by
all the suffering they encounter. Itis
important to have atheology of suf-
fering to protect against this. Ro-

mans 8:18-31 isagood place to start
developing this. Remembering that
God' sgraceissufficient for all the un-
predictable things in life, getting
enough rest, and exhibiting proper self
care are critical contributions toward
maintaining abalanced and Godly ap-
proach to suffering.

Part of exhibiting proper self-
care istaking time for introspection.
Writing a spiritua autobiography that
involves praying that the Holy Spirit
will reveal to you experiencesin your
life that were significant in your spiri-
tual formation begins a journey in
which old memories are given new
meaning. Reasonsfor trust or mistrust
in one’s current situation can be
revealed; patterns of spiritual giftings
can emerge. It isimportant to know
where you came from and where you
are now before you can know where
you aregoing. Think of beinglostina
shopping mall and approaching a
directory. If you can identify on the
map where you need to go, but can-
not find the “you are here” sticker to
know whereyou are, youwill not know
which direction your destination is.

The Psalmist set a good ex-
ample of introspection by asking the
Lordto reveal potential blocksto spiri-
tual growth in Psalm 139: 23-24,
“Search me, O God, and know my
heart; test me and know my anxious
thoughts.?* See if there is any offen-
siveway inme, and lead meintheway
everlasting.” God may reveal to you

that you need to forgive someone
you thought you had already
forgiven. Forgiveness can be a
process. We may throw a blanket
of forgiveness over a person with-
out considering each sin that the
person committed against us. Then,
in doing a spiritual autobiography,
or in asking the Lord to search us,
an old wound may need to be
addressed. We serve a great God
who gives us tender love, mercy,
grace, and courage during this
process.

On your own journey of
spiritual maturity may you restinthe
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. May
you develop spiritual disciplines,
enjoy fellowship and serve others.
May you be aware of obstacles to
your growth and beintentiona about
overcoming them. May the grace of
the Lord sustain you each day of
your journey.

Michael Gillern,D.Min.is
Assistant Professor of Pastoral
Counseling at Alliance Graduate
School of Counseling. Margaret
Bloomer is student of Alliance
Graduate School of Counseling.
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Rethinking Preaching

Kar Wing Chan
Class 1992

Taking the subway to New Y ork
early in the morning, | felt bored in
the crowded car. My eyes were too
tired to read; my mind could not fo-
cuson music. Hanging onto an over-
head strap, | closed my eyes to rest.
Suddenly an African American next
to me moved forward and said loudly,
“Ladies and gentlemen, may | have
your attention. Life passes swiftly.
One day we have to face God. The
Bible says al have sinned. How can
we face God? Jesus Christ was born
to bear our sins, dying on the Cross.
Believe on Jesus, and you will have
eternal life.” At first | was shocked
by the strong voice of the “prophet,”
thinking that therewould be an urgent
announcement. A few seconds later
| realized that was “forcing others to
hear the Gospel.” | admired him,
wondering how he would preach un-
der the circumstance and how the au-
dience would react. Many riders
showed no expression, as if the
preacher were transparent. Some
rolled their eyes; some raised their
brows, showing impatience; some
gave him strange looks, considering
him mad. The sermon lasted only a

minute. It came and went suddenly.
The preacher stopped after several
sentences, and theridersresumed their
former selves, as if nothing had
happened. The subway continued to
move nosily until the last stop, the
World Trade Center. | don’t know
why | connected my thought to my
life asapreacher in the church. | had
not experienced theweird occurrence,
but the expressionless faces of therid-
ers looked familiar. The trial of
preaching can only be known through
experience.

No matter what, preaching isthe
main channel of shepherding achurch.
There are times of doubt and
disappointment, but preachers still
need to persevere and give their best.
Preaching is not easy. Thejoysand
pains of shepherding can only be un-
derstood by those who have had gone
through it. To pastors, the weekly
sermon undoubtedly isabig chalenge
that must befaced. Regardlessof the
response of the audience and what
conflicts they are facing themselves,
preachers have to suppresstheir emo-
tions and feed, faithfully and in a

timely manner, giving their best. Con-
trary to the subway preacher, after
preaching, the pastor has to face the
congregation and to be responsible
for their feedback with different
messages. In average, a pastor
preachesthreetimesweekly. Inayear
there would be one hundred fifty-six
sermons. In ten years that would be
over onethousand and fifty different
sermons. The difficulty of preach-
ing is comparable to childbirth by
women. Pastors haveto “give birth”
over one hundred and fifty times
yearly. Each child hasto bedifferent,
and the examples cannot be repeated.
(Be careful, brothers and sisters usu-
aly cannot remember the content of
the sermon, but the examplesthey re-
member clearly and for along time!)
Without the grace of God and the
giftsof theHoly Spirit, itisredly hard
to imagine how a pastor in a church
for many years can produce so many
sermons feeding God's flock.

| graduated from seminary
for thefirsttimein 1973. Atthat time
| thought | could do all. Wheninthe
field, | learned of themany challenges



of serving in churches that had not
been mentioned in the classroom of
the seminary. Fifteen years later, |
studied further in the seminary. Upon
graduating for the second time, | felt
more and more inadequate. | felt es-
pecially deficient in preaching and
strived to improve. While being a
pastor, | took time to study further.
Last year | graduated from seminary
for the third time, majoring in
homiletics. | learned alot of preach-
ing skills, and | redlized deeply that in
order to have an effective sermon, it
is not through skill, organization, nor
the quality of the congregation, but
the working of the Holy Spirit. Al-
though the preacher prepares
thoroughly, if God’s Spirit is not
working in peopl€e’s hearts, the effect
cannot belasting. “Not by might, nor
by power, but by my Spirit”
(Zechariah 4:6). At the same time,
experience lets me understand that if
the sermon has not moved the
preacher himself, it will not move the
congregation. If the preacher has not
practiced the sermon, he cannot ex-
pect the congregation to put it into
practice. Therefore, each week |
spend a lot of time meditating on
Scriptures, examining myself, waiting
prayerfully until the Spirit of God
speaks to me through the Bible, and |
responseinward. Then | start to pre-
pare the sermon.

Preaching isapastor’ smost im-
portant ministry! | will never forget
the advice of my homiletics teacher

Rev. Philip Teng. Many times he
warned us that, regardless of how
busy we arein the church, preaching
hasto bethe priority. Thebest should
be given faithfully on the pulpit. If a
preacher spends most of histime pre-
paring sermons, preaching and
praying, hewill have no regrets. Hav-
ing ministered for many years, | ook
back on my path. | havefoundit true.
| further realize, of course, it isdiffi-
cult to prepare a sermon. Y et more
important is the spiritual life of the
pastor. One cannot give what one
does not posses. The relationship
between God and the preacher isthe
foundation of ministering on the
pulpit. It certainly cannot bereplaced
by homiletics. The relationship of a
preacher and his devotional lifeis
closely knit and inseparable.

Kar Wing Chan graduated
from ATS Chinese Studies
Program in 1992, is now
serving at New York Chinese
Alliance Church, NY.
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A Lifeof Ministry

Jerry Moy
Class 1993

PraisetheLordfor Hisgraceand
leading! It has been fifteen years of
serving the Lord since | graduated
from seminary in 1993.

God’s Calling

Inearly 1988, after many prayers
for guidance, | finaly answered God' s
calling for me to go into full- time
ministry. | applied for seminary train-
inginAlliance Theological Seminary.
Consequently, in September of the
same year, | started my part-time
study as a commuting student. Dur-
ing the day, | continued to work full-
timefor Chemical Bank in New Y ork
City, and after work | would drive
over an hour to Nyack, New Y ork to
take evening classes. | enrolled inthe
Master of Divinity in Chinese studies
program, which was established by
the Reverend Philip Teng.

Preparation For Service

One year had passed of two
evening classesaweek. | redized that
| only completed eleven credits. At
that rate, it would take another ten

yearsto graduate. | prayed, “Dear
Lord, if you want me for full-time
ministry, please open adoor for me
and allow meto serve you as early
as| could, and not wait until | am
old.” Beginning the second year of
my study, in addition to the two
weekly eveningsclasses, therewere
two intensive periods of courses,
lasting one or two weeks each
period. | took my vacation daysto
attend those courses. And so with
that rate at the end of the second
year, | was able to complete close
to thirty credits. Praisethe Lord.

At thebeginning of my third
year of study, God let the seminary
start Saturday morning classes for
which | also registered. Although
was still a commuting part-time
student, the progress was equiva-
lent toafull-timestudent. My fourth
year of study was the most difficult
because some major core courses
were offered only during the day
Monday through Friday. | prayed
to God again: “Dear Lord, fourth
year aready, | know youwon't al-
low meto stop now. Pleaseopena
door for me so that | may continue

to work and study.” | discussed
my Situation with my manager at the
bank, who is a devout Christian.
Shetoo, lovesthe Lord dearly. She
spoke to the Senior Vice President
and approved a special vacation
request, which alowed me to take
my vacation days as | needed. In
other words, the days | spent at the
seminary to study were my vaca-
tion days. This approva was un-
usua because company policy was
that the vacation days must be taken
2-weeks consecutively. Accord-
ingly, for the fourth and fifth year
of my study, | spent one full day
per week at the seminary; thus, |
completed four and a half years of
seminary training. Upon the
completion of my last classin the
morning, | went back to the bank
in the afternoon and handed in my
resignation.

Reflection of Service

January 1993 — | started
full-time ministry as the English-
speaking minister at Jireh Church
of Oversea Chinese Mission
(OCM). In October 1994, | was



transferred to OCM Grace Church
as the Chinese-speaking minister.
After a good seven and a half year
period of serving at OCM Grace
Church, | came back to Jireh Church
as the Chinese-speaking minister,
where| am till serving since March
2002.

| must admit that there are
many joysand difficultiesin ministry
but the joys outweigh the difficult
times. Thereare many challengesin
ministry: time management, commu-
nication with groups of different ages
and different backgrounds, and re-
solving conflicts between co-
workers, families, and friends.
Through such challenges, | have
learned valuable lessons.

For the last fifteen years, |
have learned to lift my eyes to the
Lord, for He is my refuge and
strength. God is faithful, and He
never changes. God'scalling isthe
best and most glorious. Our reward
is not from men, but God. Aslong
as we know our identity and stand
firmin God’ steaching, we would be
able to complete the task of service.

Another lesson that | have
learned is that no matter how busy
our schedules may be, the pul pit min-
istry cannot be overlooked. Three
hours of sermon preparation is dif-
ferent from twenty hours of sermon
preparation. Three hours of sermon
preparation is agrade “C” sermon;

twenty hours of sermon preparation
isagrade “A” sermon. The pulpit
ministry will always play avital role
for God. With the power of the Holy
Spirit and the investment of timein
sermon preparations, theresult will be
evident —the church will be edified.

When times are negative or
difficult, it isgood to take a step back
in order to see a broader horizon.
Focus on the positive contributions.
We can learn from each other. Treat
each other with honesty and respect.
Appreciate the differences between
co-workers. Speak the truth out of
love. Be humble. Always seek
God's direction; God’sintention is
for usto build up the body of Christ.

On apersona note, | am also
mindful of my family —their physical,
psychological, and spiritual well-
being. My wifeand | are humanstoo,
who also need rest, encouragement,
friendship and family time. Assuch,
every year my wife, our threechildren,
and | try to schedule a family vaca-
tion to relax and re-strengthen. It is
God' s blessing to have aloving and
supportive family. Indeed, “God
cares for His workers more than the
work of the workers.” Serving God
isajoyful and wonderful journey for
me. It is a tremendous honor to be
chosen by God, used by God, and
be one of His co-workers. For the
past fifteen years, | offered Him
praises and thanksgiving; for the next
fifteen years, | pray for grace and

10

wisdom. “Dear God, as for me and
my household, | will servethe Lord.
Amen.”

Jerry Moy graduated from
ATS Chinese Studies
Programin 1993. Heisnow
serving at Jireh of Oversea
Chinese Mission Church, NJ.
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Finally | am here...

Keith Loo
First Year Student

Recently, | had achanceto
take out an old songbook that | had
when | wasin College. Itisacom-
pilation of many songsthat we sang
inour collegefelowship at that time.
As| looked at this big thick binder
with its faded and worn cover, my
heart wasfilled with thankfulnessas
| thought of how much God had
done in my life since then. As|
opened the song book and saw the
first song in there, | could not help
but smile at the message that God
wanted to remind me that day.

The first song was “For
thosetears| died.” | started read-
ing through the lyrics, and the fol -
lowing sectionjumped out. “Savior,
you opened dl theright doors. And
| thank you and praise you from
earth’s humble shore... Take me,
I’'m yours.” When | first learned
this song, | was a new believer.
Sincethat time, God led methrough
alot of changesin my life. | went
fromasingle guy to afather of two.
| also experienced pain and His
grace when He took my parents

back to their heavenly hometen years
apart. Through His own ways and
timing, | took along road to starting
my M.Div. program at ATS this past
September — on the same day that
my daughter started high school.

Since | became a Christianin
my college freshman year, | began to
have opportunities to minister to
people. It wasaround my senior year
in College that the thought of moving
fromthefield of engineering to afield
that | could serve people first came
up. Soon after graduating from
college, | attended a mission confer-
ence and sensed the call to go into
pastoral ministry. However, | was not
willing to submit to God's call. The
reluctance to study more was a part
of the concern. At that time, | felt that
seminary education was just a neces-
sary meansfor me to become apastor.
Thisreluctance, together with adesire
for financial security and the excite-
ment and enjoyment that | had from
building up a consulting engineering
business, caused me to put thisidea
of full time ministry on the back
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burner. | continued to look for min-
istry opportunities that | could take
advantage of without going through
seminary. While the Holy Spirit
prompted me about this call oncein
awhile, | kept abusy enough sched-
uleto allow myself not to deal withit
head on.

Around the year 2000, | was
asked to become an advisor for a
Cantonese high school and college
fellowship at church. Somehow,
both of the leaders at thetime I eft the
group within a few months after |
accepted their invitation to be the
advisor (I still suspect that it was a
setup on their part so that they could
leave!) The group functioned with
autonomy in many ways since the
church did not have much of a
Cantonese ministry. Asaresult, it
allowed me to not only develop a
close relationship with the brothers
and sistersthat | was ministering to,
but | also had the chance to develop
ministry skills that were more than
those of atypical fellowship leader.
For awhile, | thought that God had



granted my wish and alowed meto
minister without going to seminary.

However, asthe collegeand
high school studentsgrew older, the
needs of the group changed aswell.
As the ministry evolved, God
brought the issue of full timeminis-
try to the forefront again. From a
practical standpoint, I saw my
needs and my desire to spend more
time with those that | was minister-
ing to. | also sensed the need to
have a seminary education to better
prepare me as a servant. More
importantly, God kept on remind-
ing me about Hiscall togointomin-
istry full time. | looked at God's
faithfulnessthrough all these years.
He allowed me to enjoy my career
as an engineer for over 20 years.
He provided for my family and my
needs in ways that | could never
have dreamed of. He showed me
that HeisaGod that could take care
of al the concernsthat | may have.
It wastimefor meto give up what |
had been holding onto and take this
step.

Asareault, here| am study-
ing at ATS. Within the past few
months, | saw that God has and will
continue to open doorsin my life.
The training, struggles and experi-
encesthat | have gonethrough since
becoming a Christian are all part of
the preparation that He had intended
for me. | have also experienced His
assurance to me of Hiscalling. In

particular, He assures me that even
though from my own perspective it
took me much longer than necessary
to commit myself to serve Him full
time, He accepts me the way | am,
and | should not be held back by that
guilt. Hereminds me that Heisa
God that has Hisown timing. | look
forward to the training that | will re-
ceive during my time at ATS, but,
more importantly, | look forward to
the work that He will do in me and
through me.
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STUDENT COLUMN

My Walk with God

Since | can remember |'ve
been attending church. I’ve always
loved to attend church every Sun-
day morning. Who wouldn’t want
to? We had someone to tell us a
story, and at the end of every meet-
ing there were cookies and sweets
for usto eat. In addition to having
the cookies and the sweets, asaspe-
cia Sunday event, my mother would
bring usto KFC in Taiwan. Grow-
ing up, | knew about Christianity.

At the age of nine | immi-
grated to the states and continued
to attend church regularly. My
thoughts about attending church was
that it was something that everyone
should do. Two pastors came into
my life and flipped my life upside
down. Pastors Daniel and Betty
Hsueh have had a profound impact
in my life. Before they came |
thought that the church only existed
within the four walls of the church.
Asthey cameto minister to my con-
gregation | realized that there was
so much more. | was never acon-
sistent reader of the Bible, and as

they introduced theword of the Bible,
| was amazed about how much rel-
evance it had in our lives. They
walked methrough the Bibleand gave
me responsibilitiesto lead others. It
wasthenthat | really changed my life.
I’d reglized that | need to make adif-
ference and that | needed to change
theway | wasliving.

During that same time, we
had a spesker that came to my church
to pray for the youth. After alot of
struggles | decided to go to the
meeting. My prayer was, “God, if
you had aword for me, would you
giveit to me.” Toward the end of
the meeting, the speaker, pastor
Anton Cruz, pointed directly at me
and said he wanted to pray for me. |
was shocked. | even thought hewas
talking to the person next tome. As
he prayed over me and | began to
cry, he told me about the Father’'s
lovethat He hasfor Hischildren. He
continued to pray, and he told me
about the tears that my mother shed
for me. Animage popped up in my
mind. | remember as| was going to
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the bathroom, my mom was sitting
there crying. | asked my mom why
she was crying, and she told me that
she was praying for my sister and
me. At that moment | had an en-
counter with God. Pastor Anton
continued to pray that God has seen
all your mom’stears. At that mo-
ment God became so real to me. It
was no longer something that people
talk about; it's something more
tangible. God isthere, and | wanted
it. Ashetold me that | would go
into ministry, | cried even louder. In
my mind | was saying to myself that
| don’t want to be poor, but God
has asense of humor. Looking back,
| see that God was really preparing
me.

It wouldn’t be until another
year |ater that | made my decision to
go to seminary. In my heart God has
given me the burden to serve Him.
However there was also some appre-
hension and fear inmy heart. Sol'd
pray to God that if | were to go to
seminary, | didn’t want to go alone.
In the summer of 2005, two of my



friends decided that they would at-
tend Alliance Theological Seminary.
At the same time my youth pastor
from ten years ago came and told me
about avision that he has of doing an
after school program in the church.
They needed to have a full time
worker. The two criteria | needed
were herein front of me. That would
be the last confirmation for me. |
didn’t want to hold off anymore on
the plan that God might have for me.

So far in Alliance Theologi-
cal Seminary, I’ve been challenged,
and | love this community that we
have. People!’ve met at ATS have
been so helpful and supportive. God
is continuing to shape and transform
me. Praise God.

Pastors' Retreat 2007

Pastors Retreat 2007 was held from March 19-20. Thisisa
retreat especially designed to provide ministry enrichment and
support for Chinese pastors.

The theme for this year was "Death and Dying", through
workshops and discussions exploring different issue a person
would face at the end of alife, getting ourselves aswell as our
churchesready for it.

Weespecidly haveinvited Dr.
Michad Gillern, aprofessor of
the School of Counseling at
ATS, to give aworkshop on
"Bereavement process’

Alumni of the Chinese Studies
Program were happy to get to
know each other and fellowship
with one another.

Co-workers learned
from oneanother through
exchanging insights and
ministry experience.
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NEWS

Commencement 2007

Commencement was ajoyful moment in all
graduates' lives which marked the end of a
chapter as well as the beginning of a new
chapter. All graduateswill continueto strive
for the best for God.

At the farewell party for the
graduates, we sent forward our
blessings to the graduates.

Ministries of the Graduates of 2007

Adam Chu iswaiting for new assignment from the Lord after graduation.

Carl Fitzgerald has a burden to serve among the Chinese. He is seeking ministry opportunity in the
Chinese community.

Yang Lan will continue to purse further theological education.

Heung Wing Lau will begin his externship at Queens Herald Church, NY in June.

Jim Huei Cheng Liu will serve asan extern at the Chinese Bible Church of Maryland for ayear beginning
from June.

Julie Lok will continue to attend and serve as alayleader at Queens Herald Church, NY'.

Jun Ren and hiswife Jane Yu Chen Cheng are graduating together along with their baby girl, Mercy.
They are still waiting for full-time ministry opportunity from the Lord.
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Alumni Update

New Ministry

James Chung (May 1996) will soon go to a new mission field in Asiawith C& MA after ayear of
furloughin New Y ork.

William Hu (Dec 2006) took on the pastoral role at his home church Danbury Chinese Alliance Church
after graduated in December of 2006. He has served as an elder of the church for many
years.

Calvin Kar Wing Tran (May 1992) has joined the staff of New Y ork Chinese Alliance Church, NY
since the summer of 2006.

Angela Tsui (Dec 2006) went back to Hong Kong after graudated from seminary in December of 2006.
Shewill join the staff of a Baptist church serving as ayouth worker in May.

Ngai Man Wu (May 2001) has began anew ministry at New Y ork Ling Liang Church in March of 2007.

Courses Offered in Fall 2007

Rockland Campus

Chinese Preaching |
Instructor: Rev. Stanley Kwong
Date and Time: August 29 - December 12, Wednesday, 9:00am -12:00pm

Worship inthe Chinese Church
Instructor: Dr. John Ng
Date and Time: August 29 - December 12, Wednesday, 6:15pm - 9:15pm

Courses Offered in Winterm 2007

Mission Outreach in the Chinese Church
Instructor: Dr. Cyrus Lam
Date and Time: Jan 7 - 11, 2008, Monday to Friday, 8:30am -4:30pm

Rockland Campus

For information, please contact:
Chinese Studies Program at Alliance Theological Seminary
350 North Highland Ave., Nyack, NY 10960 Tel: (845) 770-5723 or (845)353-2020 www.alliance.edu

16



