Research Assignment Rubric

Modified from the following article: 

Emmons, Mark and Wanda Martin. “Engaging Conversation: Evaluating the Contribution of Library Instruction to the Quality of Student Research.” College & Research Libraries 63:6 Nov. 2002: 545-560.
Format of Sources Used: (IL Standard 1:2)

(Record number of sources used by category)

	Monograph
	Reference Work
	Scholarly

Journal Article
	Website
	Newspaper

Article
	Other

(Interview etc.)
	Total:

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Currency of Sources Used: (IL Standard 3:2)

(Record number of sources by date range)

	Primary Source
	Within five years
	Five to ten years
	Older than 10 years

	
	
	
	


Citation Accuracy of Sources Used: (IL Standard 5:3)

(Assign number of competency)

	4=Excellent
	3=Adequate
	2=Limited
	1=Poor

	All references cited correctly using citation style
	Includes identifying information with some errors in format
	Includes identifying information with many errors in format
	Insufficient or incorrect information and many errors in format

	Score:
	
	
	


Relevance and Significance of Sources Use: (IL Standard 3:2 and 3:4)

Student selects information that addresses the topic and that helps analyze a problem or propose a solution

	
	4=Excellent
	3=Adequate
	2=Limited
	1=Poor

	Content

Source relevant to topic

Score:
	All sources clearly related to topic
	Most sources clearly related to topic
	Some sources clearly related to topic
	Sources unrelated to topic or relevance unclear

	Currency

Time frame appropriate to topic

Score:
	All sources published in appropriate time frame
	Most sources published in appropriate time frame
	Some sources published in appropriate time frame
	No sources published in appropriate time frame

	Level

Level and variety appropriate to purpose

Score:
	All sources written at level appropriate to purpose
	Most sources written at level appropriate to purpose
	Some sources written at level appropriate to purpose
	No sources written at level appropriate to purpose


Credibility (IL Standard 3:2)

Student cites authority of author, summarizes main ideas, and recognizes bias

	
	4=Excellent
	3=Adequate
	2=Limited
	1=Poor

	Authority

Recognizes author’s authority

Score:
	Identifies each author’s credentials and they are relevant
	Identifies author’s credentials
	Provides limited information about authors
	Provides no information about authors

	Summary

Summarizes main idea

Score:
	Summaries main idea of each source and makes explicit connection with the argument
	Summarizes main idea of most sources
	Summarizes main idea of some sources
	Does not summarize main idea of sources

	Purpose

Acknowledges author’s bias and purpose  

Score:
	Explicitly acknowledges the purpose or bias of each source
	Implicitly acknowledges the purpose or bias of each source
	Acknowledges the purpose or bias of some sources
	Does not acknowledge the purpose or bias of sources


Engagement (IL Standard 3:3,4,5)

Student constructs knowledge and makes meaning of information by entering into a conversation and arguing with sources

	
	4=Excellent
	3=Adequate
	2=Limited
	1=Poor

	Evidence

Supports arguments with evidence

Score:
	Elaborates and extends by supporting arguments with evidence throughout
	Does not question the validity of the sources
	Quotes sources without comment and without critical understanding or evaluation
	Makes unsupported assertions throughout with little or no effort to cite sources

	Challenge

Challenges ideas and recognizes more than one side to an issue

Score:
	Paper as a whole acknowledges more than one perspective
	Acknowledges more than one perspective
	Acknowledges only own perspective and denies validity of other perspectives
	Does not acknowledge more than one perspective

	Meaning

Constructs meaning or presents original idea

Score:
	Analyzes and synthesizes: provides new interpretations of old ideas; draws connections
	Interprets and evaluates; compares and contrasts ideas; assesses vale of ideas
	Understands, interprets, and discusses ideas
	Presents no original ideas; shows poor understanding


Excellent Score: 16

Adequate Score: 12

Limited Score: 8

Poor Score: 4

Total Score for Student: ____________________
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