Research Paper Rubric
(Please choose descriptions of categories that are relevant to your assignment.)

	Middle States

Information Literacy Components
(Standard & Performance Indicator #)
	4/Excellent
	3/Adequate
	2/Limited
	1/Poor

	#1 Framing the Research Question

· Develops appropriate questions and framework for assignment

· Develops a search strategy
{IL Standard 1:1}
	
	
	
	

	#2 Accessing Sources

· Approaches topic from relevant discipline areas

· Uses a variety of resources

{IL Standards 2:1 & 2.3}
	
	
	
	

	#3 Evaluating Sources

· Assesses sources’ reliability

· Gathers sufficient information to meet the research need
{IL Standard 3}
	
	
	
	

	#3 Evaluating Content

· Distinguishes between fact, opinion, and bias

· Draws appropriate conclusions

{IL Standard 3}
	
	
	
	

	#4 Using Information for a Specific Purpose

· Organizes and uses content to support research topic

· Uses appropriate format for the specific discipline

{IL Standard 4}
	
	
	
	

	#5 Understanding Laws, Regulations, and Policies Affecting 

Information Use

· Uses appropriate documentation style for citing sources

· Observes copyright laws

{IL Standard 5:3}
	
	
	
	


Possible Scores:

Excellent:
24

Adequate:
18

Limited:
12

Poor:

6

Total IL Component Score for Assignment: ________________

Partially adapted from:

Middle States Commission on Higher Education. Developing Research & Communication Skills: Guidelines for Information Literacy in the Curriculum. Philadelphia: Middle States Commission on Higher Education, 2003.


